EARLY   MEDIAEVAL   WARS
soon as he reached manhood he began to lead his
warriors on annual raids into Roman territory. For
fifteen years (A.D. 473-488) Thrace and Macedonia
were devastated by his hordes of bandits. Then the
Emperor Zeno, safe behind the walls of Con-
stantinople, but impotent in the field, had a happy
idea. Italy, as we shall shortly see, had recently
been overrun by Germanic barbarians from the
north, who had abolished the Roman rule and set
up a king of their own, Odoacer by name. What
could be better than to free the Balkan peninsula
from Ostrogothic raids by commissioning Theodoric
to overthrow Odoacer and to rule Italy as the
representative of the Roman Emperor ? TKsCooric
readily accepted the novel role; migrated to Italy
with all his folk; carried through the programme
of conquest with masterly efficiency (assisted by
atrocious treachery); and converted Italy into an
Ostrogothic kingdom, owing merely the most formal
obedience to the distant Byzantine Caesar. Thus by
A.D. 493 Italy, like Spain and Southern Gaul, had
passed under the control of Germanic barbarians.
Meantime what had been happening further north
in the regions so long protected by the Rliine
frontier ? We have observed how Julian expelled
the Franks and Alemans from Gaul in A.D. 355-357,
and how, in the very year that saw the disaster of
Adrianople (A.D. 378), the Emperor Gratian, colleague
of the defeated Valens, completed the restoration of
37